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Voluntary Action North Lincolnshire is
thrilled to announce that we have
been offered a 12 month lease on the
T J Hughes department store in Scunthorpe, rent free. The building has
been vacant for some time and no
other interest has been expressed
therefore we hope to lease the building for the whole 12 month period,
although this cannot be guaranteed.

Our initial ideas have included arts
and cultural activities, awareness raising activities and events; pop up charity shops, (for existing
charity shops or groups that would like to explore fund raising
through this medium.
In difficult times, this is a real opportunity to try new things, be
innovative and promote services in a different way. If you are
interested in finding out more, please ring either Carole, Jacky
or Trudy at
VANL on
01724
845155
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A message to
the Voluntary
Sector in North
Lincolnshire
It is with great regret we inform
you that North Lincolnshire
Council has chosen to terminate
the long standing grant arrangements it has held with VANL for
the support and development of
the voluntary sector and volunteering.
The reasons provided for this decision are in no way related to
the quality of the work undertaken, or any failure to deliver our
targets. It is due to reductions in
Council settlement from Government and the fact that voluntary
sector support is no longer considered a priority.
VANL does continue to consider
the sector a priority, in fact more
than ever with growing needs
and a greater dependence on the
voluntary sector to meet these
needs as the State-funded services pull back. Our local communities need their local voluntary organisations, and we believe the voluntary organisations
need us to help them to find
funding and volunteers, to cope
with their duties as Trustees, and
to start-up and close down if necessary. However, we will need to
generate more of the funding we
need to keep going and there
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fore, sadly, we will need to
charge for more of the services
we have previously offered at no
cost.
We know that the voluntary sector does not have very much
funding and it's a constant battle
to raise enough to get through
the year, so we will be keeping
any new charges as low as we
possibly can, and of course we
will continue to look for other
sources of grant funding so we
can keep the burden on the already struggling charities and
voluntary groups as low as we
possibly can.
You can help us by including the
support you would like from us, in
any funding bids you are planning. This could be to help you to
recruit staff, develop or review
your policies, training, setting up
your financial systems, setting up
your volunteer management systems, writing a business plan or
funding strategy and much, much
more. We will even help you to
write the bid, with the expert support of our Funding Advisor, Gary
Allen.
If you would like to support us in
any way, or would like more information about how we can help
your organisation, please get in
touch.
Finally, we hope to be around to
offer help and guidance to our
excellent voluntary sector organisations long into the future, so
please bear with us until we can
resolve our current difficulties.
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Howsham/Cadney
Village Hall
On behalf of our village hall and park
committees, I just wanted to let you
know you have our full support.
Without VANL I don’t think we would
have all the improvements in the parish and particularly in the village hall
and park that we do.

We started out with a mission 10
years ago to turn a ploughed field behind our village hall into a park for our
community and beyond, at the very
beginning money was very short and
none of us had ever applied for grant
funding, or even really knew where to
start. I can’t quite recall how we
came to learn about VANL, it may
have been at a funding event, but I
am so pleased we did.

Particularly with the advice from Gary
Allen, and with a lot of willing volunteers in the parish, we slowly transformed that field into a much admired
park for all our community and beyond to use, it took several years to
get there, but VANL and Gary were
with us every step of the way.

For the past two years Howsham has
entered CPRE’s Northern Lincolnshire best kept village Competition.
In 205 Howsham Park came second
in the competition (by just one point)
and was described as: “This is a
very smart and attractive playground
with a small playing field alongside.
There is also a fenced picnic area
with benches and a lovely garden

that make this a most pleasant environment.” VANL played a part in
us achieving that.

When the committee had completed the park, we decided to turn our
attention to our lovely, but cold and
draughty village hall. Gary Allen,
along with Margaret Kirk from
HWRCC came to meet me back in
January 2013 to see what could be
done. From this meeting, Margaret wrote us an energy efficiency
report, and Gary looked into what
funding was available. We also
had some work to do, but with
Gary’s help we successfully applied for and got three grants to
bring our hall up to modern energy
standards. We now have all A rated windows and doors, and all the
walls have been well insulated, all
while retaining the character of our
lovely old building which was a
chapel in a previous life. But, we
didn’t stop there, last year we applied for a grant for a new kitchen
and boiler. This time we had advice from Carole from VANL, who
looked through our grant application, and gave us bits of advice on
what to include and how best to
word our grant application too.

We have also used other services
from VANL over the years, we
have borrowed games and equipment for events, had them printed
us leaflets and posters, attended
funding events, and had them
come and do our PAT testing for
us, always at a very reasonable
price, which is vital when you are
fundraising or on a limited budget.

VANL

NEWS

3

PAGE

4

Networking and
Publicity
So, you have a voluntary organisa-

tion. You may have joined or been
a member of a very old voluntary
organisation which has been
around for ages, or you may have
started something new. But noone seems to want to know. Your
members are perhaps getting older, but new ones don't come forward.
You organise wonderful events,
but don't get many takers other
than friends and family. The press
don't publish your press releases,
or if they do they reduce it to a
couple of lines in a corner of the
page.
What is going wrong? What are
you missing?

The
answer
is
probably
knowledge of how publicity works
nowadays.
1. The press
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Newspapers are not in existence
to publish what you send. They
are in the business of selling
newspapers to make money for
their owners. If you don't send
them what they need (i.e. what the
public wants to read), then they
won't use it.
A press release needs some vital
things:
 A 'hook' – something to catch
the interest of the reader. This
could be a celebrity visit, an interesting activity, a benefit to an
attractive cause. If you haven't
got it, then no matter how desperate your group is for funds,

they won't print it.
A picture – something photogenic, not just a row of ladies
holding up a certificate or a banner or whatever. If it has a fluffy
animal or a cute child, that's always useful. And it needs to be
good quality – no blurry pictures
with heads chopped off! You
might get printed without, but it
certainly helps.


It needs to be written in
'newspaper speak'. Start off with
a sentence along the lines of: "A
local group has achieved celebrity status". The next paragraph
describes what the interesting
event / news item actually is.
Then you need some further detail, including a quote or two if
possible, giving the name and
job title of the person quoted.
Finish off with contact details
where further information can be
found. Aim for around 300 – 400
words for a reasonable-sized article.


Then you stand a chance of getting it printed!
Send it to the Newsdesk at the local newspaper. If it's REALLY important on a national level you
could try contacting a national paper, but it's probably best to phone
or email the editor before sending
to save you the trouble if they
don't think it's their kind of story.
If you also send articles to VANL,
we'll publish them on our own
website and through our own
channels (see over).
2. Facebook and Twitter
If you don't have a Facebook page
or a Twitter account, then whatever you think of people who use
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them, you should consider getting
them. They're the way that an awful lot of people communicate and
find out about things, and if you
put information out through these
media, those people stand a
chance of seeing it. If you're not
there, they can't see you. Both of
these methods require very short,
sharp messages; in fact Twitter
restricts the number of characters
you can use so you may need to
learn 'shorthand' or textspeak!
Most young people will be able to
help you set up an account and
show you how to operate it; many
older people can too! But if you
get stuck, ask VANL and we'll find
you someone to set them up and
explain it all to you. It's really very
easy, though it can be irritating to
keep up at first. To make this easier, you can link your two accounts
so that if you put a post on Facebook it will appear on Twitter, but
it may be better not to do that at
first as learners can irritate experienced users as they make mistakes, and making mistakes in duplicate could lose you a lot of
'followers'!
If your need for publicity is low,
then why not send items to VANL
for circulation? We have Facebook and Twitter accounts, and
we write the Community Voice column in the Scunthorpe Telegraph.
We can spread the word for you.
3. Radio / TV
If you have a really wonderful
piece of news – you've just been
awarded a grant for £1m or more /
you have a famous celebrity coming to your event / you've succeeded in saving someone's life or
enabling them to get around –
then you might be considered

news-worthy enough for the media.
If you're holding an event – even
a massive event with lots of famous people – you can contact
the media by just putting the details in the What's On section of
their websites. But if you want to
speak to a reporter or if your story
is news rather than entertainment, you should call their office
and ask for the Newsdesk.
You will need someone to speak
for your organisation, and if
you're shy or don't speak clearly
then ask someone else to do it.
You need someone who doesn't
keep saying 'er' or 'like' or 'you
know', but speaks at a reasonable speed, not too fast, and clearly. For TV, they need to stand or
sit still and not fiddle with their
hair or wave their hands about
too much. It's not easy, but it's
very effective.

4. Community Newsletters
Many towns and villages have
their own newsletters, which are
often happy to publish stories
about things that will interest villagers.
Contact VANL for a list of community newsletters to whom you
can send your article. They usually also accept adverts, occasionally without charge for voluntary
groups but in any case at low
cost. These are very effective
methods of communication as recipients of the newsletters tend to
read them thoroughly.
And finally, if you need any help
or would like to talk over examples and suggestions, contact
VANL and use us as a sounding
board. It always helps to talk
things over.
VANL
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Mosque Opens Its
Doors

Wednesday 16th March 2016,
10am-8pm
On behalf of the congregation and
events committee at the Islamic Centre, we would like to invite you to our
Mosque open day to be held on
Wednesday 16th March 2016 between 10am-8pm at the Islamic Centre, Scunthorpe.
We would like to welcome local people from all walks of life to visit the
mosque and meet with our Congregation.
The Muslim community in Scunthorpe
is very well established and diverse
made up of different ethnic groups.
Many young Muslims today are 2nd
and 3rd generation born and raised in
the UK. The Muslim community have
been living in Scunthorpe for approximately 65 years and is the largest Islamic community in the Humber region with just over 3000 Muslims.
The Islamic Centre was established in
1992 and has had the honour of the
Queen visiting the centre in 2002, the
first mosque she ever visited in the
UK.
We wish to open the doors of our
Mosque to the local community and
request that you come and visit our
place of worship and get a chance to
learn a little about Islam and the local
Muslim community. There will be a
range of exhibitions for you to see as
well as a chance observe how Muslims pray, hear the live call to prayer
and also meet and chat to the worshippers and Imams who make up the
mosque.
We look forward to seeing you and
feel it will be a rewarding and interesting experience.
RSVP- If you will be attending please
confirm by email your estimated time
of arrival and the number of people
that will be attending by Monday 14th
March 2016.
Kindest Regards
Amjad Rashid, General Secretary
Islamic Centre, 4 Parkinson Avenue,
Scunthorpe DN15 7JX
VANL
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Freemasons' Grand Charity
The charity makes grants up to
£50,000 to Masonic and nonMasonic charities in England and
Wales. Grants are broadly aimed at
charitable work in the following
fields: Youth Opportunities; Vulnerable People; Medical Research;
and Hospices. The next deadline
for applications is 26th February
2016.
Help the Homeless Grant Scheme
Grants up to £5,000 are available to
small and medium-sized charities in
the UK working to assist homeless
people to rebuild their lives and return to the community. The next
deadline for applications is 15th
March 2016.
Lloyds Banking Group Social Entrepreneurs Programme
Funding and support scheme
providing comprehensive assistance to those social entrepreneurs
in the UK who wish to establish a
new project or boost an existing
project that will have a social impact. Grants have a maximum value
of £15,000 and the next deadline for
applications is 21st March 2016.
Royal British Legion External Grants
Grants up to £50,000 are available
for charitable organisations in England, Wales and Northern Ireland to
carry out projects that benefit exArmed Service personnel and their
families. The next deadline for applications is 26th February 2016.
Heritage Lottery Fund - Parks for
People
Grants with a maximum value of
£5,000,000 are available for restoration and regeneration projects focussing on public parks and cemeteries in the UK. The next deadline
for applications is 28th February
2016.
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Do you value your Volunteer Centre?
If so then we hope you will be happy to pay for some of our services. If it’s valuable
it will be worth it!
We can no longer offer a free brokerage service after 31st March 2016. Our pricing
structure will be launched at the end of March and costs will apply from 1 st April
2016.
Volunteering is not free – we all know that.
I hope you will support us and value the support we can offer you. The money you
pay will be invested in providing good quality volunteer brokerage and development services. You can help us shape that service.

Thank you
Jacky Birkett
Volunteering Development Manager
Volunteer Centre Northern Lincolnshire

Together we can make volunteering a great experience for all!
VOLUNTEER BROKERAGE SERVICE
Volunteers for organisations

Organisations for volunteers

We help statutory organisations, voluntary and community sector groups and
private sector organisations find volunteers; we advise them, we support
them, we guide them; do you need volunteers?

We help people that want to volunteer. We help them find good quality
opportunities that are suitable for
them – sometimes it’s easy – sometimes it’s really difficult.
http://www.vanl.org.uk/volunteering/
info-for-volunteers

Need volunteers?
We can help you get set up to advertise on the www.do-it.org website, receive applications from prospective
volunteers, help to market your roles,
advice on how to support your volunteers and deal with difficult situations.
http://www.vanl.org.uk/volunteering/
info-for-organisations/brokerage
http://www.vanl.org.uk/volunteering/
info-for-organisations/capacity-building

People that want to volunteer can
check out www.do-it.org to find an
opportunity that suits the interests,
time and skills.
Appointments with our Volunteer
Advisor, Vickie, are on Tuesday
and Wednesday mornings. Ring
01724 845155 to make an appointment
If your clients/customers would
benefit from voluntary work, we
can help. Contact us to find out
how. We take referrals, provide
support and guidance to find a role
that fits their needs.
VANL
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Voluntary Action North Lincolnshire promote, develop,
and support organisations within the voluntary and
community sector.
Whether you are an established organisation, you
would like to set up your own voluntary group, or you
are interested in volunteering, Voluntary Action can
provide all the advice and support you require
Advancing Local Voluntary Action
VANL NEWS
Advancing Local Voluntary Action

www.vanl.org.uk

Bottesford Town Council
Annual Town Meeting
Bottesford residents are invited to attend the Annual Town Meeting on
Monday 21 March 2016 commencing at 7.30pm in
The Civic Hall, Valley Park.
Your local Councillors will be in attendance to answer questions.
Find out what is happening in your
Local parks, Bottesford Beck, planning on your street or
Tea Pot Hall.
Find out what activities are on offer in Bottesford.
Sargeant Garlick will be in attendance to answer your questions.
Fed up of vandalism, speeding or parking issues? Come along and find out
what we can do to help.

Social Prescribing
Going forwards with a community practice…..
Thanks to everyone who attended the inaugural workshop to develop a model for Social Prescribing
across North Lincolnshire.
In a nutshell social prescribing offers non medical prescriptions for people who may have a long
term health complaint or who would benefit from direct and secure referral to a service in the community. A brokerage model has been used in lots of areas across the UK where a local CVS has
been the lead on delivering the pilot or programme for social prescribing.
At our first meeting, individuals from the VCS, Local Authority and health pledged their commitment
to taking forwards a community of practice; to share ideas, develop a model and contribute to a
business case for social prescribing in North Lincolnshire
If you would like more information about this, please contact us on enquiries@vanl.org.uk
VANL
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